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How to Find a Babysitter Online

Parents love their kids, but everyone deserves a break once in awhile. If you don’t have
family or friends nearby who would be willing to watch your children while you and your
partner grab some together time, or even if you’re a single parent who just needs a break,
having access to a trustworthy babysitter is a sanity saver.

It can be tough to find the right person to care for your kids if you’re new to your
neighborhood or if you’re a new parent. If you’re in need of a caregiver-for-hire for a few
hours, then here are some ideas on how to use the Web to find someone near you.

One thing worth noting is that there are a number of websites out there that can help you
find a sitter for the kids. You can divide them up into two groups: sites that you can use

for free; and sites that charge some kind of fee (normally a subscription fee) to give you
access to their database of child care providers.

We’ll look at the free sites first:

The thing about the free sites is that, for the most part, they are part of existing online
classified ad sites. Craigslist, the de facto no-frills standard for free online classified ads,
maintains a childcare category within its Community section. Both caretakers and parents
looking for babysitters or nannies post listings here. Listings are mostly free format, so
you can expect to see various levels of detail in their ads.

sections for both child and elder care providers. The interface varies between these two
websites, but they have virtually identical functionality.

many cities, states, and provinces. The downside is that they aren’t designed for any of
the specifics of childcare.There are no guarantees on the quality of caregiver that you will
find, so a fair amount of follow-up and research will be necessary.

NannyFlower, serving the US, Canada, Australia and the United Kingdom, focuses on
babysitting, nanny, and daycare searches. It costs nothing for parents to use. Its database
contains key information about potential babysitters and nannies such as:



- Name

- Location
- Gender/Age

- Conta

ct Information

- Availability
- Expected Pay Rate, Years of Experience, Education, and Skills

NannyFlower also allows you to contact prospective sitters through its internal messaging

system.

It maintains a database of several thousand babysitters in various locations.

However, it has significantly fewer nannies and babysitters in its database than some of
the websites that charge a subscription fee.

The remainder of the sites we looked at charge fees to parents who use their services.
This fee normally entails a subscription based on the month, quarter, or year, and varies
between $5 - $10 per month. They require both the parents and the babysitters to register
as users on their sites. These websites vary based on the amount of data they track about
potential babysitters; the services that they offer; and on the size of their databases.

Here ar

e the subscription-based websites, with a few pertinent points about each one:

Canadian Sitter.ca

Affiliated with CanadianNanny.ca and CanadianAdultCare.ca

In addition to listings by city, it also lists universities and colleges where sitters
are available

Offers a test search for parents to try out the service

Parents pay $39.95 for a 3-month membership, or a 1-year membership for
$79.95.

Babysitters.com

Every sitter is reviewed by an “all mom editorial team”

Allows parents to post jobs for when they need babysitting services

Database of over 40,000 sitters

Searching and filtering on criteria like: special needs experience; Mom approved;
available on short notice; exclude smokers; exclude ones who need transportation;
include only sitters who have references

References and background checks available to subscribers

Three month subscription for $29.95

Sittercity.com

Has a database of over 150,000 caregivers (not all are babysitters) across the
United States

Includes babysitters, nannies and pet sitters as well as homecare and tutoring
resources

Provides nannycam/video monitoring options for parents who want to check in
while they are out



* Uses a four-step screening process and comprehensive sitter profiles
e 7 day free trial
*  $39.99 registration fee and $9.99/month or $95.88 for a one year membership

Our research shows that there are multiple options for finding a babysitter via the Web.
The sites featured in this article are just a sample of possible services to find a sitter when
you need someone to look after your children.

There’s no doubt that subscription based services attempt to sell you on the size and
quality of their sitter databases. As with any website or e-Business, just make sure that
you do your own research and know what you are buying. If you opt for a no-cost
alternative, you will have to do all of your own research and vetting of potential
babysitters. Regardless of how you proceed, it’s always good to know your options
before making a decision.



